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1. Cargo Handling and Temporary Storage Procedures 

At our port, hazardous cargo handling is not performed. Transit passage of vehicles and 

tankers loaded in compliance with ADR (European Agreement concerning the International 

Carriage of Dangerous Goods by Road) is carried out via ferries in the Marmara Region. 

Only packaged hazardous cargo under IMDG Code is transited. Bulk liquid cargo (IBC Code) 

and bulk solid cargo (IMSBC Code) are not handled. Hazardous cargo under IMDG Code 

includes all classes except Class 7. Transit passage is carried out for Class 1, Class 2, and 

Class 3 hazardous cargo. 



1.1 Safe Handling Procedure for Hazardous Cargo 

Vehicles and Tankers 

Purpose: To describe the loading and unloading of hazardous cargo vehicles and tankers at 

the terminal, preventing occupational and environmental accidents. 

Scope: Covers all ferry terminal operations involving hazardous cargo vehicles and tankers. 

1.2 Acceptance and Loading of Hazardous Cargo Vehicles 

and Tankers 

 Vehicles and tankers arrive at least one hour before scheduled special voyage. 

 Trained personnel check compliance with IMDG Code requirements using control 

forms. 

 If external areas are unsuitable, checks are performed in designated control zones. 

 Vehicles must comply with ADR rules. 

 After inspection, vehicles wait in the “Hazardous Cargo Vehicle Waiting Area” or are 

directly loaded if space is limited. 

 Waiting time cannot exceed one hour. 

 Loading order follows the stowage plan prepared by the Captain, based on IMDG 

Code separation tables. 

 Voyages may be canceled in adverse weather (Beaufort scale ≥ 6). 

1.3 Unloading of Hazardous Cargo Vehicles and Tankers 

 Upon docking, unloading begins according to the stowage plan. 

 Vehicles must leave the terminal immediately without waiting. 

1.4 Operational and Emergency Information 

 Special voyage safety measures are taken before operations. 

 Firefighting equipment and PPE are checked. 

 Hazardous cargo documentation and labeling are verified. 

2 Responsibilities 
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 Responsibilities of terminal operators 

 Responsibilities of ship owners 

 Training responsibilities 
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 Special voyage postponement or cancellation in adverse weather conditions with 

approval of Regional Port Authority 

 Transit rules for hazardous cargo vehicles 

4 Hazardous Cargo Classes, Packaging, Labeling, 

Segregation, and Storage 

 Hazardous cargo classes 

 Packaging and labeling requirements 

 Segregation tables for ships and terminals 

 General segregation table 

5 Hazardous Cargo Handbook 

Detailed operational guidelines for hazardous cargo handling. 

6 Operational Issues 

 Safe berthing, mooring, loading/unloading procedures for hazardous cargo vessels 

 Procedures to prevent ignition sources near flammable/explosive cargo 

7 Documentation, Control, and Records 

 Mandatory documents and control procedures 

 Hazardous cargo shipment documentation checks 

 Maintaining updated cargo lists 

 Verification of proper packaging, labeling, certification, and reporting 

8 Emergency Situations and Response 

 Procedures for hazardous cargo incidents 

 Protective actions and evacuation 
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 PPE requirements and usage procedures 
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 Validity of Hazardous Cargo Compliance Certificate 
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 Road transport requirements for hazardous cargo vehicles entering/exiting the terminal 



 Speed limits within the terminal 

 Maritime transport requirements for hazardous cargo vessels 
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2 Responsibilities 

2.1 General Responsibilities of All Parties 

 Ensure compliance with IMDG Code, ADR, and national regulations. 

 Take necessary safety measures to prevent accidents and environmental damage. 

 Provide accurate documentation and declarations for hazardous cargo. 

 Cooperate with port authorities and emergency services during operations. 

2.2 Responsibilities of Cargo Owners 

 Ensure hazardous cargo is properly packaged, labeled, and documented. 

 Provide Safety Data Sheets (SDS) for all hazardous materials. 

 Inform the terminal operator of cargo details in advance. 

 Ensure vehicles carrying hazardous cargo comply with ADR requirements. 

2.3 Responsibilities of Carriers 

 Ensure vehicles and tankers are suitable for hazardous cargo transport. 

 Provide drivers with necessary training and protective equipment. 

 Ensure vehicles are equipped with fire extinguishers and PPE. 

 Follow terminal rules and speed limits. 



2.4 Responsibilities of Terminal Operators 

 Provide designated waiting and loading areas for hazardous cargo vehicles. 

 Ensure trained personnel conduct inspections according to IMDG/ADR rules. 

 Maintain updated records of hazardous cargo transiting through the terminal. 

 Implement emergency response procedures when required. 

2.5 Responsibilities of Ship Owners 

 Ensure vessels comply with IMDG Code requirements. 

 Prepare stowage plans according to segregation tables. 

 Provide crew training for hazardous cargo handling. 

 Cooperate with terminal operators during loading/unloading. 

2.6 Training Responsibilities 

 All personnel involved in hazardous cargo operations must receive IMDG/ADR 

training. 

 Training records must be maintained and updated regularly. 

 Emergency drills must be conducted to ensure preparedness. 

3 Rules and Measures to be Applied by the 

Coastal Facility 

3.1 Loading Safety 

 Hazardous cargo must be loaded and unloaded strictly according to IMDG Code and 

ADR requirements. 

 Vehicles must be positioned according to the stowage plan prepared by the ship’s 

captain. 

 Firefighting equipment and PPE must be available and functional during operations. 

 Smoking and open flames are strictly prohibited in hazardous cargo areas. 

Adverse Weather Conditions: 

 In case of unfavorable sea or weather conditions, hazardous cargo transit voyages may 

be postponed or canceled with the approval of the Regional Port Authority. 

 Voyages may be canceled without prior notice if Beaufort scale reaches 6 or higher. 

3.2 Cargoes under IMDG Code 

 All packaged hazardous cargo must comply with IMDG Code requirements. 

 Proper labeling, placarding, and documentation must be verified before acceptance. 

 Segregation rules must be applied according to IMDG Code tables. 

3.3 General Rules for Transit of Hazardous Cargo Vehicles/Tankers through 

the Port 



 Vehicles must arrive at least one hour before scheduled voyage. 

 Vehicles must undergo inspection by trained personnel before entering the terminal. 

 Waiting time in designated areas cannot exceed one hour. 

 Vehicles must leave the terminal immediately after unloading. 

 Speed limits within the terminal must be strictly observed. 

 Emergency exits and assembly points must remain unobstructed at all times. 

4 Hazardous Cargo Classes, Packaging, Labeling, Segregation, and Storage 

4.1 Hazardous Cargo Classes 

 Class 1: Explosives 

 Class 2: Gases 

 Class 3: Flammable Liquids 

 Class 4: Flammable Solids, Substances Liable to Spontaneous Combustion, Substances that Emit 

Flammable Gases in Contact with Water 

 Class 5: Oxidizing Substances and Organic Peroxides 

 Class 6.1: Toxic Substances 

 Class 7: Radioactive Materials (not handled at this terminal) 

 Class 8: Corrosive Substances 

 Class 9: Miscellaneous Dangerous Substances and Articles 

4.2 Packaging and Containers 

 All hazardous cargo must be packaged according to IMDG Code requirements. 

 Packaging must be strong enough to withstand handling and transport. 

 Containers must be properly sealed to prevent leakage. 

4.3 Placards, Plates, Marks, and Labels 

 Each package must display hazard labels according to IMDG Code. 

 Vehicles and tankers must display orange plates and hazard warning signs. 

 Placards must be visible and durable during transit. 

4.4 Hazardous Cargo Signs and Packaging Groups 

 Packaging groups are defined as: 

o Group I: High danger 

o Group II: Medium danger 

o Group III: Low danger 

 Applicable to Classes 3, 4, 5, 6.1, 8, and 9. 

4.5 Segregation Tables 

 Hazardous cargo must be segregated according to IMDG Code tables. 



 Segregation applies both on vessels and within terminal areas. 

 Vehicles carrying incompatible cargo must be kept at safe distances. 

Terminal Segregation Table Explanation: 

 Defines minimum separation distances between vehicles carrying different classes of hazardous cargo. 

 Ensures flammable, explosive, and toxic substances are not stored together. 

4.6 General Segregation Table 

 Provides overall guidance for safe stowage and segregation of hazardous cargo. 

 Must be applied by both ship operators and terminal personnel. 

8 Emergency Situations, Preparedness, and 

Response 

8.1 Procedures for Hazardous Situations Involving Hazardous Cargo 

 Immediate assessment of risks to life, property, and environment. 

 Activation of emergency response plan. 

 Notification of responsible personnel and authorities. 

8.1.1 Decision Making 

 The terminal manager and ship captain jointly decide on emergency actions. 

 Priority is given to human safety, followed by environmental protection and property. 

8.1.2 Protective Actions and Response 

 Isolate hazardous cargo area. 

 Deploy firefighting and spill response equipment. 

 Use PPE for all personnel involved. 

8.1.3 Evacuation 

 Evacuation routes must be clearly marked. 

 Assembly points must be used according to the emergency plan. 

 Evacuation drills must be conducted regularly. 

8.1.4 Site Protection 

 Restrict access to the incident area. 

 Secure hazardous cargo to prevent further damage. 

8.1.5 Marine Pollution Response 

 Deploy oil booms and absorbent materials. 

 Notify regional port authority and environmental agencies. 



 Collect and dispose of contaminated materials safely. 

8.2 Facility’s Emergency Response Capability 

 The terminal maintains basic firefighting and spill response equipment. 

 Cooperation agreements exist with local fire brigade and environmental response 

teams. 

 Personnel are trained in emergency procedures. 

8.3 Initial Response to Accidents Involving Hazardous Cargo 

 Firefighting procedures must be initiated immediately. 

 Marine pollution response equipment must be deployed. 

 Responsible personnel must coordinate with external emergency services. 

8.3.1 Fire and Marine Pollution Response 

 Fire extinguishers, hydrants, and foam systems must be used. 

 Oil spill containment equipment must be deployed. 

8.3.2 Responsible Personnel 

 Terminal Manager: overall coordination. 

 Safety Advisor: technical guidance. 

 Emergency Response Team: direct intervention. 

8.3.3 Emergency Response Procedure 

 Alarm raised → Evacuation initiated → Firefighting/spill response activated → 

Authorities notified. 

8.4 Notifications Inside and Outside the Facility 

 Immediate notification to Regional Port Authority. 

 Reports must include cargo details, incident description, and actions taken. 

8.5 Accident Reporting Procedures 

 All incidents must be documented. 

 Reports must be submitted to authorities within 24 hours. 

8.6 Coordination with Authorities 

 Cooperation with port authority, coast guard, fire brigade, and police. 

 Assistance requests must consider urgency and scale of hazard. 

8.7 Emergency Evacuation Plan for Ships and Marine Vehicles 

 Ships must be removed from the terminal in case of major incidents. 



 Emergency separation systems must be prepared. 

 Procedures for safe detachment and relocation must be followed. 

8.8 Handling and Disposal of Damaged Hazardous Cargo and Contaminated 

Waste 

 Damaged cargo must be isolated and safely disposed of. 

 Contaminated packaging must be treated as hazardous waste. 

8.9 Emergency Drills and Records 

 Regular drills must be conducted. 

 Scenarios include fire, spill, and evacuation. 

 Records of drills must be maintained. 

8.10 Fire Protection Systems 

 Fire hydrants, extinguishers, and foam systems must be maintained. 

 Systems must be tested and approved regularly. 

8.11 Fire Protection System Maintenance 

 Systems must be inspected, tested, and kept ready for use. 

8.12 Measures When Fire Protection Systems Fail 

 Additional portable firefighting equipment must be deployed. 

 External assistance must be requested immediately. 

8.13 Other Risk Control Equipment 

 Spill kits, absorbents, and emergency lighting must be available. 

9 Occupational Health and Safety 

9.1 Occupational Health and Safety Measures 

All personnel involved in hazardous cargo operations must comply with occupational health and safety 

regulations. 

 

Smoking, open flames, and use of spark-producing tools are strictly prohibited in hazardous cargo 

areas. 

 

Emergency exits must remain accessible at all times. 

 

First aid kits and emergency medical support must be available at the terminal. 

 



9.2 Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) 

Personnel must wear appropriate PPE during hazardous cargo operations. 

 

PPE includes: 

 

Protective clothing resistant to chemicals and fire 

 

Safety helmets 

 

Safety goggles or face shields 

 

Protective gloves 

 

Safety boots 

 

Respiratory protection when required 

 

PPE must be inspected regularly and replaced when damaged. 

 

Personnel must be 

10 Other Issues 

10.1 Validity of Hazardous Cargo Compliance Certificate 

 The certificate remains valid until the expiration date indicated. 

 Renewal must be requested before expiry. 

10.2 Duties of the Dangerous Goods Safety Advisor 

 Monitor compliance with hazardous cargo regulations. 

 Provide guidance on safe handling, transport, and documentation. 

 Prepare annual reports on hazardous cargo operations. 

 Ensure training of personnel. 

10.2.1 Main Duties 

 Advise on packaging, labeling, and documentation. 



 Monitor accident reports and corrective actions. 

 Ensure emergency procedures are updated. 

10.2.2 Methods to be Followed 

 Regular inspections and audits. 

 Coordination with port authorities. 

 Review of transport documentation. 

10.3 Road Transport Requirements for Hazardous Cargo Vehicles 

 Vehicles entering or leaving the terminal must carry required documents. 

 Vehicles must be equipped with fire extinguishers, PPE, and spill kits. 

 Speed limit within the terminal: 20 km/h. 

10.4 Maritime Transport Requirements for Hazardous Cargo Vessels 

 Vessels must display proper day/night signals when carrying hazardous cargo. 

 Hot work and cold work procedures must comply with safety rules. 

 Stowage plans must follow IMDG Code segregation tables. 

10.5 Additional Issues by the Coastal Facility 

 Updates and distribution of this guide must be recorded. 

 Revisions must be approved by the terminal manager and port authority. 
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 trained in the correct use of PPE. 


